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BRIEF COMMUNICATIONS 

A feminine example of wd hm*k, 'thy majesty commands' in the Fourth Dynasty 

ALTHOUGH I had the privilege of looking over the newly published Mastaba of Queen Mersyankh HI 
while it was still in preparation,1 one portion of that 
publication is new to me, and I think it deserves 
a few more words of comment. The most important 
item is a block of relief (fig. i)2 from the small chapel 
of the original mastaba, which Reisner plausibly 
ascribed to Queen Hetepheres II.3 On p. 3 of the 
publication the uppermost signs are grouped together 
so as to read [s]mrw m . . . , while the remaining signs, 
in front of the figure, are read hmt-t m; Hr. Hmt-t is 
certainly correct and it equally certainly means 'thy 
majesty', referring to the queen toward whom the 
figure is advancing. 

As far as I know, this is the first and only Old-
Kingdom occurrence of the feminine form of hm-k\ 
indeed, it seems to be the only occurrence of hmt 
that is known prior to Hatshepsut's use of this 
term in the Eighteenth Dynasty, nearly 1,000 years 
later.4 

The signs preceding hmt-t are evidently to be 
connected with it as part of the same vertical 
column. The first sign does not look at all like mr 
(j1),5 but may well be f, which sometimes shows the 
ball of cord at the top of the stick, rather than at the 
centre, as is more usually the case.6 Examples very 
similar to this one have, in at least two instances, 
been mistakenly interpreted as f in recent studies.7 

The last sign of the column, although only partly 
preserved, is clearly ^ rather than ^ . FIG. 1 

1 Dows Dunham and William K. Simpson, The Mastaba of Queen Mersyankh III, Boston, 1974. A minor 
consequence of that reading is their adoption of the new interpretation of one of the queen's titles, as proposed 
in JEA 60, 94-9, although a reference to the article has been inadvertently omitted. 

2 Drawn from the photograph in pi. 13c. 
3 Another segment of relief (pi. 13a) is also of special interest because it shows a female dwarf (not a male, as 

stated on p. 3) as in a similar scene in the tomb of Queen Nbt (Zaki Saad, ASAE 40 [1941], 683 and pi. 79); 
cf. also Petrie, Athribis, pi. 1, and Kaplony, Inschriften der agyptischen Fruhzeit, Supplement, p. 33 and pi. 5 
(Abb. 1067). 4 Cf. Wb. in, 92 and Gardiner, Egn. Gr. 75. 

5 The substitution of ? for j does occur in a faulty writing of the title smr (Urk. 1, 209 [4]), but this anomaly 
is purely coincidental. 

6 The ball of cord is near the top in BM 1223 (T. G. H. James, Hieroglyphic Texts, i2, pi. 8 [2]) and is even 
higher, like the present example, in Davies, Deir el Gebrdwi, 1, pi. 16; Junker, Giza, in, pi. 2 (two examples, one 

[Footnotes 6 and 7 continued on p. 247"] 
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Thus the inscription in question is probably to be read as wd hmt-t ma . . . , 'thy majesty commands 
the viewing of. . . , ' referring to the presentation of offerings. The figure who makes this statement 
is evidently leading an animal, and the signs above him are to be interpreted as an incomplete title: 
imy-r. . . . A direct address of this kind, directed to the recipient of offerings and referring to the 
'viewing' of the presentation, is known from a similar context in two Fifth-Dynasty tombs at Giza, 
one copied from the other: ( ] ^ > ^ — ^ 3 ^ 1 k \ ^ H > 'this is to be seen, O beloved.'1 In the 
present case the missing object of mn may similarly be 'this', but the lacuna would admit an alter­
native of slightly greater length. 

The use of the term wd is generally confined to the king before the Sixth Dynasty and even at 
that late a date it is applied to non-royal persons only secondarily;2 thus at Deir el-Gebrawi a scribe 
has the epithet iri wd nb-f, 'who executes the command of his lord,' who is presumably the local 
nomarch, and two notables of Dendera claim the epithet rs-tp r wdt srw, 'vigilant concerning that 
which the officials command'.3 As a rule the non-royal equivalent is wd-mdwt* although this too is 
associated with the king in the fairly common title imy-r wdwt-mdw nt nswt. The entire phrase wd 
hmt-t is therefore highly exceptional: this is not only the earliest recorded instance of a queen who is 
called 'thy majesty', but is also the first instance of a queen who 'commands'. 

HENRY G. FISCHER 


